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“Guided by the Holy Spirit, we compiled the 

Bible… We are the Catholic Church”  

  – Epic, evangomercial. Catholicscomehome.org  
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•Council of Hippo (393 AD) 

•Third Council of Carthage (397 AD) 

•Council of Trent (1546 AD) 

CANON – “reed, stalk, or rod.”  

Catholic Approach: Councils 

The Bible is called the Canon because it’s the books that 

belong in Scripture as the rule of our Faith. 



Copied, Circulated, Authoritative Scripture by 110 AD 

Clement (95 AD) 
1 + Synoptic 
Gospels, 
Rom., 1 Cor., Gal. 
Eph. Phil. Heb. & 
possibly John’s 
Gospel, Acts, 
Jas., 1 Pet. 

Ignatius (110 AD) 
Matt., John, 
Rom., 1 Cor., Gal. 
Eph. Phil. Col.,    
1 Thess., Heb.,    
1 Pet. & possibly 
Luke 

Polycarp (110 AD) 
Matt., Luke, Rom., 
1 Cor., Gal. Eph. 
Phil. 2 Thess.,       
1 & 2 Tim., Heb., 
1 John, 1 Pet. & 
possibly John, 
Acts, 2 Cor., Col., 
2 John. 



Origin (185-265 AD) 
“First Matthew sounded the priestly trumpet of his 

gospel; and Mark too, and Luke and John played their 

own priestly trumpets. Peter also plays the two trumpets 

of his epistles, and likewise James and Jude. And John 

plays the trumpet yet again through his epistles and 

apocalypse, as does Luke in narrating the deeds of the 

Apostles. And finally he comes who said, ‘I believe God 

has shown us as the last Apostles’, and blasting forth on 

the trumpets of his fourteen epistles, he toppled the walls 

of Jericho to their very foundations and all the schemes of 

idolatry and the tenets of the philosophers.”    

 –  In librum Jesu Nau homilia vii, I 



“The Sacred Scriptures Acknowledged As 

Genuine And Those That Are Not” 

• Accepted Scriptures – 27 books of N.T. with 

caveat about James, Jude, 2 Pet., 2 & 3 John – 

“although they are known and approved by 

many.” 

• Rejected Writings – helpful but not scripture. 

 Ex: Shepherd of Hermas, Didache 

• Heretical Writings – impious fictions.  

 Ex: Gospel of Thomas, Acts of Andrew  

-Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History, 3.26 (325 AD) 



Eusebius (325 AD) 
“Thus, we may have it in our power to know both these books 

and those that are adduced by the heretics under the name of the 

apostles, such, namely, as compose the gospels of Peter, 

Thomas, Matthias, and others besides them, and the Acts of 

Andrew and John and the other apostles, which no one 

belonging to the succession of ecclesiastical writers has deemed 

worthy of mention in his writings. Indeed, the character of the 

style itself is very different from that of the apostles, both the 

thoughts and the purposes of those things that are advanced in 

them, deviating as far as possible from sound orthodoxy, 

evidently proves they are the fictions of heretical men. 

Therefore, they are to be ranked not only among the spurious 

writings but are to be rejected altogether as absurd and 

impious.”  



Eusebius (325 AD) 
“Thus, we may have it in our power to know both these 

books and those that are adduced by the heretics under 

the name of the apostles… which no one belonging to the 

succession of ecclesiastical writers has deemed worthy of 

mention in his writings. Indeed, the character of the style 

itself is very different from that of the apostles, both the 

thoughts and the purposes of those things that are 

advanced in them, deviating as far as possible from sound 

orthodoxy, evidently proves they are the fictions of 

heretical men. Therefore, they are to be ranked not only 

among the spurious writings but are to be rejected 

altogether as absurd and impious.”  



The Criteria for Canonicity 

• Apostolic Origin 

• Universal & Early Acceptance 

• Church Usage 

• Consistent Message 
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N.T. Writers Intended Copying & 

Circulation 
• Apostle’s teachings were the Standard for 

Christians 

• Their writings were equal to O.T. 

• Desired to leave a Written Record 

• Salutations require it 

• Internal directions for it – Col. 4:16 

A handwritten copy is called a Manuscript 



Textual Evidence for Books of 

Antiquity 
• Homer’s Iliad, 650 extant manuscript 

copies 

• Josephus’ The Jewish War, 9 manuscript 
copies 

• Plato’s Dialogues, 7 manuscript copies 

• Tacitus’ Annals of Imperial Rome, 2 
manuscript copies. 

• New Testament: 5,745 Greek manuscripts 
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Jewish Sopherim 
“Each day, you engaged in the tedious process of hand-

copying an Old Testament missive – letter by letter by 

letter. No letter could be inscribed without looking back 

at it and verbalizing the text. As a Sopher (literally, a 

counter), you had to tally the words and letters to make 

certain that nothing was amiss. You must ever remain 

aware of the middle letter of the middle word of the 

manuscript so as to have an enduring reference point by 

which to make certain that not a jot was found missing. 

You must even allow for a prescribed number of letters 

and words in each column of the painstaking practice…” 

-Hank Hannegraaff, Has God Spoken? 



Jewish Sopherim 
“Should the most exalted dignitary address you during 

your labors, you must ignore him, for you are a copyist in 

the employ of the King of kings and Lord of lords. And 

you must not so much as hazard to write the sacred name 

YHWH with a freshly dipped reed lest it blotch and 

desecrate the name of your God.”  

-Hank Hannegraaff, Has God Spoken? 



Jewish Masoretes 

“To make certain they had not added or left out even a 

single letter, they counted the number of times each letter 

of the alphabet occurred in each book. They noted and 

recorded the middle letter of the entire Old Testament. 

They recorded the middle letter on each page and the 

number of letters and words in each column. They 

examined every copy of the Old Testament and withdrew 

from circulation all copies in which any error was 

discovered.” – Dr. Kenneth Barker  

-Hank Hannegraaff, Has God Spoken? 



Corroborate The Bible’s 
Transmission 

The Dead Sea Scrolls 



Codex Vaticanus – 325 AD, Greek 

Codex Sinaiticus – 350 AD, Greek 

Codex Aleppo – 900 AD, Hebrew 

Codex Leningrad – 1000 AD, Hebrew 

 

 

 

Dead Sea Scrolls – 100 BC, Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek 



GOD  

PRESERVES  

HIS WORD 

Comparing 

Copies 

Preserves 

God’s Word 



4 Classes of Manuscript Variants 

1. Spelling & Nonsense 

2. Synonyms & Unaffected 

Translation 

 

 



“The Wicked Bible” – 1631 reprint of KJV in 

London by Royal Printers Robert Barker 

and Martin Lucas had a misfortunate 

omission in the 10 commandments. 

4 Classes of Manuscript Variants 

1. Spelling & Nonsense 

2. Synonyms & Unaffected 

Translation 

3. Meaningful but Not 

Viable 

 

 



4 Classes of Manuscript Variants 

1. Spelling & Nonsense 

2. Synonyms & Unaffected 

Translation 

3. Meaningful but Not 

Viable 

 

 

4. Meaningful and Viable 
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Mark 16:9-20 

Case Study in 

Meaningful & 

Viable Variants 
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